
Peachpit Press
Berkeley * California

Frontmatter.indd   1 8/26/05   10:39:09 AM



The Non-Designer’s Web Book, third edition
Robin Williams and John Tollett

©2006 Robin Williams and John Tollett

Cover art and production by John Tollett
Section dividers designed by John Tollett; quotes by Robin Williams,  

inspired by Brian Andreas, a wonderful artist who creates the magical StoryPeople  
(see his most delightful web site at www.storypeople.com)

Interior design and production by Robin Williams, John Tollett, and James Thomas
Third edition update assistance by James Thomas
Edited by Robin Williams and Nancy Davis
Production management by David Van Ness

The incredible variety of art in this book—cartoons, life drawings, portraits,  
the Url and Browser characters, illustrations, examples for techniques, logo  
designs for sample pages, etc.—were all created by John Tollett. He’s amazing. 

Peachpit Press
1249 Eighth Street
Berkeley, California 94710
800.283.9444
510.524.2178
510.524.2221 fax

Find us on the web at www.peachpit.com
To report errors, please send a note to errata@peachpit.com
Peachpit Press is a division of Pearson Education

Notice of Rights
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any  
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise,  
without the prior written permission of the publisher.

For information on obtaining permission for reprints and excerpts, contact  
permissions@peachpit.com.

Notice of Liability
The information in this book is distributed on an “as is” basis, without warranty.  
While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, neither the authors  
nor Peachpit Press shall have any liability to any person or entity with respect to any liability,  
loss, or damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or indirectly by the instructions  
contained in this book or by the computer software and hardware products described herein.

Trademarks
Throughout this book trademarked names are used. Rather than put a trademark  
symbol in every occurrence of a trademarked name, we state we are using the  
names only in an editorial fashion and to the benefit of the trademark owner  
with no intention of infringement of the trademark.

ISBN
0-321-30337-7

10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1

Printed and bound in the United States of America

Frontmatter.indd   2 8/26/05   10:39:10 AM



Hey Mom— 

this book’s for you!  

Now you have to make  

our family web site!

yer ever-lovin’ daughter,

Robin

To Robin
Repaying your kindness  

and generosity  
will take several lifetimes 

and I look forward  
to every minute.

John
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Andy Warhol was wrong:  
In the future, everyone won’t be famous for fifteen minutes.  
But everyone will have their own web site.

Jon Winokur 
author (and great third baseman)
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Welcome to the world  
of web design 
If.you’re.already.a.professional.designer,.this.book.will.give.you.a.comprehensive.
overview. of. web. design. concepts,. plus. the. basic. technical. knowledge. you.
need.to.apply.your.design.talent.to.the.creation.of.web.pages .If.you’re.not.a.
professional.designer,.ditto .In.other.words,.it’s.a.whole.new.ball.game.whether.
you’re.a.pro-designer.or.a non-designer .And.before.you.get.your.feelings.hurt,.
non-designer.is.a.temporary.status—it.usually.lasts.just.about.long.enough.to.
read.300.pages,.depending.on.what.those.300.pages.contain .Hmm .This.book.
is.300.pages .Interesting .

Not.only.is.non-designer.a.temporary.status,.it’s.where.most.designers.start .
At.least.I.did .And.everyone.I.know .

As.the.Internet.and.web.technologies.move.forward,.the.subject.of.web.design.
gets.larger.and.more.complex .Things.change .Software.improves—and.becomes.
more.complex .So.the.best.thing.to.do.is.start.simply.and.have.fun .Creating.
web.sites.can.be.energizing.and.satisfying .After.all,.you’re.getting.to.create.
anything.you.want.in.full.color.and.publishing.it.to.an.audience.that.can.range.
in.size.from.a.handful.of.friends.and.family.to.millions.of.interested.visitors .As.
you.get.used.to.working.with.web.file.formats.and.techniques.(slicing.graphics,.
building. tables,.and.using.Cascading.Style.Sheets,.etc ).you’ll.gradually. feel.
confident.enough—or.curious.enough—to.build.on.your.current.knowledge.
and.learn.how.to.create.sites.that.are.more.versatile.and.interactive .

You.can.create.web.sites.by.writing.code .If.you.like.writing.code,.this.is.not.
the.book.for.you .If.you.hate.writing.code,.you’re.my.soulmate .There’s.lots.of.
great.software.out.there.that.can.write.code.in.the.background.while.you.enjoy.
designing.visually .

We.refer.to.two.types.of.software.throughout.this.book:.image.editing.software.
(such.as.Adobe.Photoshop,.Adobe.Photoshop.Elements,.Macromedia.Fireworks,.
etc ).and.web.authoring.software.(such.as.Macromedia.Dreamweaver,.Adobe.
GoLive,. etc ) . It’s. helpful. if. you. have. some. familiarity. with. these. types. of.
programs,.especially.Photoshop.or.a.similar.program .If.you’re.not. familiar.
with.Photoshop,.the.examples.will.show.you.some.of.the.image.editing.basics.
and.how.to.create.the.image.files.you.need.for.a.web.page .

Web.design.is.equal.parts.visual.design.and.technology .We.hope.this.book.
helps.you.to.have.fun.with.the.creative.potential.offered.by.the.web .And.we.
hope.it.gives.you.a.good.start.to.the.enjoyment.and.empowerment.that.comes.
with.learning.the.technical.aspects.that.make.web.pages.work 

We’ll.see.you.on.the.web!

John

Frontmatter.indd   11 8/26/05   10:39:14 AM



No.one.can.say.today.how.electronics.will.affect.printing .
We.cannot.for.the.present.foresee.a.complete.suppression.
of.book.printing.with.individual.movable.metal.types.as.
discovered.by.Gutenberg.[in.1450] 

Elizabeth Geck, 1968
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