Search the
Internet

So now you're having a good ol’ time surfing all over the web, clicking all
kinds of links, dropping into servers all over the world. But you want to find
something.

Someone once complained to me that the Internet was useless because
when you tried to look something up, you got back four million pages to
look through. This is not the Internet’s fault—it is your responsibility to
learn how to intelligently enter your search request to limit your results to
meaningful ones. Finding what you want on the Internet is an incredibly
important skill, especially since the Internet has become an indispensable
tool. It’s true that with so many millions of web pages and other resources
out there, if you don’t know how to find what you want, all that information
is not going to do you much good. Blaming the Internet for not being able
to find things is like blaming the car for bumping into things. You need to
take responsibility and control.

As a web designer, it is even more important for you to know how search
engines and directories work because you want those services to be able to
find you. Knowing how they operate goes a long way toward helping you
create a site that can be found by potential visitors. In Chapter 16 you will read
more specific information about how to “register” your site with the various
search tools; this chapter just gets you familiar with how they operate and
gives you a few tips on how to find what you want.
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Searching the Intermnet

There are two basic kinds of search tools on the web: search engines and
directories. You don't have to buy these tools or download them—they are
just there on the web for your use. They are web pages, just like the rest of
the web pages you browse. Addresses for where to find the most popular
search tools are on page 42.

You have probably already used a search tool—you type in a word or two,
click the button that says “Search,” and you get back an extensive list of web
addresses that may or may not have anything to do with what you want. An
important thing to know is that when you click that button, no one is running
all over the world looking at every web page trying to find what you want. No:
every service has its own database of information. When you click a service’s
Search button, you are searching through that service’s database.

Services search in different ways, and each service has different criteria for its
database. Some use humans to sort through web sites, catalog information,
and rate the sites. Others use automatic software called robots or spiders that
identify a site’s content depending on how many times a word appears on a
page or how many other pages are linked to it. A search tool might look at
the title of your page, the first paragraph, or other information to determine
where your site belongs in its database. That’s why you get three different
lists of results when you search through three different services.

The following pages explain the differences between a search engine and a
directory, with a few tips on how and why to use either one.

Web Images MP3/Audio Video Directory News

Oraon ] o) fammeane

SEARCH: ~ Woriowice @) USA  RESULTSIN: (@ Al langusges ~ English, Spanish

Searching the web can be this easy: type in a word or two and
hit Return or Enter. But to get useful results, you need to know
what you're doing.

8/26/05 10:38:15 AM ‘
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Directories

Directories group web pages into subject categories. Often the most efficient
way to use a directory is to start with a topic and “drill” (click) your way down
through various categories until you find what you're looking for. Yahoo has a
directory. Go to Yahoo.com and click on a web directory topic; that topic leads
to various categories under that topic, each one leads to more categories and
more subcategories. This is a great way to find entire web sites on subjects,
such as Ben Jonson, auto mechanics, or Persian cats. It is not a good way to
find your grandmother’s web page that is part of her office’s site, a current
theory of anti-gravity that is one small part of a scientist’s research paper, or
the brilliant twelve-page dissertation of Robert Burns that is on a Harvard
student’s thesis page.

Many directories are compiled by humans (as opposed to robots), and they
do not usually go looking for things to put in their database. That is, if a web
site owner has not registered her site with the directory, it might not be
found in that directory.

Use a directory when you want to find entire web sites about particular
topics, or when you know you can find your information within a
particular web site, such as a college’s site.

ane Music Artists in the Yahoo! Directory

E] @ @ € hitp: //dir.yahoo.com/Entertainment/Music/Artists/

@ B Q- Google

Directory Home  Help P

Yahoo! MyYahoo! Mai Weloome, Guest (Sian in
Search: () the Web | () the Directory | ) this cals
YAHOO! ENTERTAINMENT u: Y
("search
Music Artists Acvancec Search Suggest a Site Email this page
Directory > Entertainment > Music > Artists
CATEGORIES Yahoo! Buzz Index
: Top Searches This number tells
Top Catogeries 1. Michael Jackson
« By Country or Culture (101) 3 80 Cont you how many
By Genre (40745)Mewn 3. Mariah Carey . ,
« By Instrument (1767)neu % ok | listings are in
. B Sy
Additional Categories PR A that category.
« Arrangers (11) « Ensenfles 87)
e Choirs@ = Fanlisti SPONSOR RESULTS
« Community Bands (112) « Marching Bands (511) —_—
« Composers (333) « Memorj gutiel Supy - Dick Blick
+ Computer Generated (24) -+ Orch S
- Cnnduclnm = Produ selection on art :
« Directories (28) o Tribute Bands (120) ::?;:es- Since 1911, This @ SyWIbOZ
+ Dise Jockeys (56)1ew * Unions@ wew dickblick.com indicates there are

SITE LISTINGS By Popularity | Alphabetical (What's This?)

Sites 1 - 40 of 24210

« allmusic (AMG) #+ - encyclopedic database of music. Includes
biographies for artists and bands, album reviews, and fully cross-referenced
discographies that allow the user to browse from artist to artist.

Dr. Estrella's Incredibly Abridged Dictionary Of Composers

Supplies for Artists—
MisterArt.com
Everything the artist
needs at discount
prices. Paint, brushes,

www.misterart.com

more subcategories
in this section.

contains biographical information on hundreds of composers of western art

music, music history essays and timelines, and links

Drummer\World #« - extensive database of pictures and sounds of

famous drummers in jazz and reck history. Search alphabetically by name.

« International Alliance for Women in Music (IAWM) &« - offers a
resource for women compesers, materials for scholars, and general
information for the public.

e Jazzstrings = - provides basic information about jazz string players
past and present, with an emphasis on violinists.

E !xﬂ gu ies E:I’HHE
Mastergraphics has a
complete line of art
supplies at competitive
www masterg.com
Newport Collector Will
Pay Cash for Art

A private Newport, Rl
collector will pay

Notice what an
incredibly focused
list of web sites you
can find when you
drill down through
a category.
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Google’s directory
Google has one of the best directories, so it is important that you learn how

to use it. Once you are comfortable with Google, branch out into some of
the other directories.

Try this experiment:
1. Go to Google’s web site (www.google.com).
2. Click the link labeled more, shown below.

3. Click the link for the Directory.

Google

Language Tools For. Dn&xorz
== Browse the web by topic

( Google Search N rm Feeling I.uckv‘

4. In the directory search field, type in “advanced midi tutorial” with
quotation marks around the phrase so Google will find only pages
that have the words “advanced midi tutorial” as one complete phrase.

5. Hit Return or Enter.
How many web pages did Google “return” (display for you)? None? Remove
the quotation marks and try the search again. You'll probably come up with a

couple of hundred pages that have any combination of those words on them.
But this is not the best way to use a directory. Try this:

1. Go to Google’s directory web site again (follow steps 1—3 above,
or go straight to www.google.com/dirhp.

Click the link to Music (see A on the opposite page).

Click Technology (not shown on the opposite page).

Click Computers > Multimedia > Music and Audio (see B).
Click MIDI (see C).

Click Software (see D).

LA A A

You'll see a nice list of web sites related to MIDI software, many of which
include tutorials. The point of this little exercise is to show that searching
for words is sometimes not the best way to use a directory; it’s often more
effective to dig (drill) down through the subjects.

8/26/05 10:38:16 AM ‘
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Coogle Directory

- a . Dnnpumqooghmnmmp

Web Images Groups News Froogle Local more»
Il ) (Search oivectory) FRSEE,

The web organized by topic into categories.

R e mr—
; =T

Industries, Finance,

Computers @ 8{Q- Coogle
Hardware, Intemnet,
Games ~ )
Board, Roleplaying, GO‘.)gle ((Google Search) Directory telp
; @ Search only in Technology _ Search the Web
Directory

Health
Altemnative, Filness

World
Deutsch, Espaiol, 1| 0

stics, Ultrasound and Vibration 925y CD Duplication (248)  Organizations (14)
Amplification (54) DJ Education (33) Radio (3215)
Audio Playback (5) Education (12) Shopping (263)
Audio Recording (7) Instruments (6)

W

>Di'n

le -
@ Search only in Music and Audio C Search the Web
DII’OC‘!O

Music and Audio
Computers > Multimedia > Music and Audio So to Di Home

Categories

Audio Formats Software (961)

— i Tutori nd In tion (16)
C Linux (13) § (30)
Related Category
Busi > Busin ices > AudioVi: >P ion > Audio (30)

Vlawmg in Gowle PageRank order View in alphabetical order

I Q- Google

Vlewmg' Gnogla PageRank order View in alphabetical order
A VIMA ) - http:/iwww. midi.org/
Formod m rnnmnlha MIDI npnafcma an opan shndm‘! The site contains the MIDI specifications,
information about the MMA and news related to MIDI and the MMA. Part of the website is members only.

- The MIDI Fam - http:/iwww.midifarm.com

8/26/05 10:38:17 AM ‘
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Search engines

Search engines have automatic software “robots” or “spiders”

that search

through the web, newsgroups, or other sources and look for words rather
than subjects. How each robot or spider selects information varies, but it is

all gathered and organized into the search engine’s database.

A search engine is the place to go when you are looking for particular words,
answers to questions, or tidbits of information. Some services allow you to
type in questions such as, “Where was Abraham Lincoln born?” or “How is

saffron harvested?”

Almost all search tools have both directories and word searches, so you can

choose which way you want to find things.

AltaVista

€ htep:/ /www.altavista.com/ Q- Coogle

AltaVista USA v

altavista:

Images MP3/Audio Video

Directory ~ News

Translate Toolbar Shopping Travel Yellow Pages People Finder More »

Business Services  Submita Site  About AltaVista  Privacy Policy  Help

© 2005 Overture Services, Inc

Teoma Search: reblochon

BO®6 i
m EL@Z_ T ttp: /5. teoma. com/ searchsubmit

Search Tips
T E NV T « Advanced Search
= e » Preferences
Sponsored Links Refine
iGourmet for W« Suggestions to narrow your search
iCi?G::"se;‘,Etgourmet foods, gift baskets Delicious Gift Ideas at R b e
www.igourmet.com Franch: e

Buy French Cheeses

We Guarantee that our Cheeses are Fresh, Healthy and High-quality.
Caviarldeas.com

Reblochon at Amazon Reblochon se
Shop 80,000+ products with one cart Your source for online Gourmet

Food

Amazon.com

Serveur Savoie

Resources
( Link collections from experts and enthusiasts

( mkttsmb pages

Showing 1-10 of about 7,390:

BBC SPORT | Special Events | Tour de France | Armstrong tribute
1o...

Lance Armstrong dedicates stage victory to former team-mate Fabio liste de sociétés de Fabrication de
Casartelli. from...

news. bbc.co. uk/sportl/low/in_depth/2001/to... www.agrocontact.com/...

liste de sociétés de Fabrication de
from...
www.agrocontact.com/...

liste de sociétés de Fabrication de
from...
wWww.agrocontact.com/...

Eromagerie Conus, affineur de fromages des Alpes : Beaufort,...

Would you prefer an english version ? Un panoramique tournant des
du pays du

www.conus.fr/

o RIS

~
r

AltaVista is a
search engine,
searching

by words or
phrases, and
it also offers
a directory.

Teoma will
suggest new
searches,
refining your
original query.
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A few extra trips

A feature of some web sites, including Search.com, is that you can pass on
your search to other sites directly from theirs. On the page of your results,
youll notice several links to other search engines, on the line starting with
“Results from” If you click any of these links, these other search tools will
automatically perform the same search through their own databases and
display the results.

fana Portland Bridges - Search.com

: 4 » [ng + | 1 hitp:/ fwww.search.com/search?tag=se.fd.box.main.search&q=P ' = Q- Coogle

— e Web |

| | |
— i Portland Brid [ scarch ]
/ ges
searchcom

Results from:

Metasearch results 1 - 10 of about 121,030 for Portiand Bridges

reiated searches:

Sponsored Links

Manufactures a line of data communications products and provides services such as project design,

installation, and maintenance.
www.dcbnet.com

Buy Portland Business Joumal now just $89 a year publisher direct at MagazineCity.com, the
corporate subscription specialists.
www.ccgdata.com

Buy Pittsburgh Business Times now just $88 a year publisher direct at MagazineCity.com, the
corporate subscription specialists.
www.ccgdata.com

Discounts up to 70% on Portland resorts. Choose from a huge selection of hotels, motels and resorts.
Book online or call now and save.

Notice the box above called “related searches” This thoughtful feature gives
you links to related options that might refine your results.

Experiment with search tools like Google and Yahoo to expand your search
into images and news. For instance, go to Google.com and enter “Navy SEALs”
(caps don't really matter). Hit Enter and you’ll get a list of web site results.

Now click the tab at the top labeled “Images” and you'll get a results page
with images of Navy SEALs.

Now click the tab at the top labeled “News” and you'll find the most current
news stories about Navy SEALs.

ano navy seals - Google Search
r:_ﬂ @ @ Ehttp:ﬂwﬂoogle‘comls h7hi=en&lr=&q=navy+~ Q- Go

mb{ma es rou News roogle Local more s
n

Imag
s— . Advanced Search
Gowgle g/ ) fnsa s

Web Results 1 - 10 of about 881,000 for navy seals. (0.10 seconds)
NAVYSEALS COM Sponsared Links
Dedicated o the US Navy SEALS, their History, Training, Equipment, Operations as well
as News Reviews Interiews and Articles. Navy Seals
www.navyseals.com/- 1k - Cached - Similar pages Great deals on Navy Seals

Shop on eBay and Save! *

‘ 02_search.indd 39 @ 8/26/05 10:38:18AM‘
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RTFD: Read the Directions!

This is the best tip of all regarding searching the web: read the directions.
Every search service has tips and tricks and detailed information about how
to best find the information you are looking for in their site. Some need
quotation marks to specify words that must be next to each other, some
use a + or — symbol to narrow the selection, some use brackets, some use
parentheses, some use “Boolean operators” (the words and, or, and not, near)
and more. It’s critical to know how to limit your search or you'll go crazy:
if you find 17,243,912 pages with the word “alien,” you're not much better off
than before.

Click the Help button or the Tips button, read the directions for how to search
efficiently, and then follow those directions.

Find the Help orTips button, click it, and
read the information! This is the best
place to learn how to search the Internet.

Google Help Central

80686
i< > @@ @hnp:f,‘mm.gwgle‘comﬂhe\pflndex.html
G()Ugle Google Help Center

Google does not display pop-up advertising. Here's why.
Find answel it

3
@ B Q- Coogle Q)
=

Home - About Google

Reading thiS = Basics of Search g:mr&?ﬂl: + Advanced Search Tips
il’lformdtion WLll Web Search » Book Search * Movies ) + Spell Checker
eventually save | P omelm e Sages
you hours of time Pl Typas osuts Pofoicticg - Wt
and prevent lots of Dfeooliky - Smarcae T -wissbid
frustrﬂtl‘ol’l‘ * Local Search * Site Search
Google Services & - Blogger * Google Image Search - Google University Search
And you'll learn | oot e ) o aP
how the search i e T
tOOlS WOrk S0 yOM gm@g:: gg:;;aunms gm‘: :Chmi;rSearuhes %;%tho Organizer
can make sure e o gl e e T
your Web SiteS can Contact Us - Google: suggestions, comments, and questions about Google

be found.

‘ 02_search.indd 40

Search Our Site

- Google Groups: feedback about our Usenet discussion search
» Google Toolbar: feedback about our browser add-on search tool

Search the Google site |

©2006 Google - Home - About Google
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For more information
on how to search

Drill down through Yahoo or Google for online information on how to
search the web. In Yahoo, try this path: Computers and Internet:Internet:
World Wide Web:Searching the Web:How to Search the Web. You can also
get there by drilling through the Research section. You will find links to great
sites that provide detailed instructions on how to search, plus information
about which services are best for various searches. If you really want to learn
this skill (which you must if you don’t want to waste a lot of time), you will
find the best, most complete, and most up-to-date resources right on the
Internet itself.

Ifyou'd like a book for this information, get Google and other Search Engines:
Visual QuickStart Guide, by Emily Glossbrenner, Alfred Glossbrenner, and

E] g @ + | @ mup:/ /dir.yahoo.com/Computers_and_lnternet/Inter) = Q- Google

{‘006 Searching the Web > How to Search the Web in the Yahoo! Directory 1

<
Yahoo! My Yahoo! Mail Welsome, Guest [Sign In Directory Home Help r Follow this path
Search: @the Web | (the Directory | (O this category 7
“WAHOO! SEARCH (or something

("Search )

Directory > Computers ang Internet > Internet > World Wice Web > Searching the Web > How to Search the Web

CATEGORIES

More Yahoo!

Featured Surfers' Picks:
« Boolean Searching (4) = J«:\Knr\;s

e Comparing Search Engin: S F

= Crawlers. Robots, and Spiders@ popular searches
Yahoo! Picks
SITE LISTINGS By Popularily | (What's This?) L i

Sites1-190f19

SPONSOR RESULTS
« Finding Information On The Internet: A Tutorial - from ———————
the University of California at Berkeley.
= Spider's Apprentice, The - how search engines work.
«» NoodleTools - free suite of interactive tools designed to pasta machines
aid students and professionals with online research. available from
Includes a tool for generating and editing bibli hi Vi 4
» Pandia Search Central - guide to web searching, with Waroventhingkitchons
search engine tutorials, tools, news, and optimization
resources. Includes newsfinder and metasearch engine.

« Bare Bones 101: A Very Basic Web Search Tutorial - (

Pasta Machines - The
Perfect Noodle Tool L
Manual and electric

See your message nere.

similar—it might
be different at
some point).

Look at all this
information
about how

to search the
web! There

are tutorials,
games, guides,
newsletters,
and more.

includes definitions, search strategies, and specific
information about top directories and search engines.

« Finding Data on the Internet - a journalist's guide to
finding and using public databases online.

« Sink or Swim: Internet Search Tools & Techniques

« Google Guide - interactive tutorial on searching the Web
with Google.

= Lookoff.com - cemprehensive look at the details of search
engines, queries, and reviews and comparisons of major
engines.

» Search Page - for people who want to search the Intemnet

and World Wide Web for something but don't know where to
start.

» Guide to Effective Internet Searching - tutorial for 4
beginning to intermediate Web users. " |

ﬁ
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Addresses for searching

These are the addresses for some of the most popular directories and search

engines. The description that follows each address does not infer that that is
the only thing the tool does—it just indicates one of its strengths.

Google

Yahoo
AltaVista

Excite

About

Ask Jeeves

Search.com

Searchability.com

HighBeam

Teoma

SearchBug.com

SearchEngineWatch

VersionTracker

Download.com
Shareware.com

WinSite.com

www.Google.com (click the button “I'm Feeling Lucky” to go
straight to what Google thinks is the most appropriate site for
that search term, good for finding colleges, specific businesses,
etc.; be sure to click the “more” button for other really wonderful
features of Google)

www.Yahoo.com (both a directory and a word search)
www.AltaVista.com (word search; searches web and newsgroups)

www.Excite.com (great for when you don’t know the exact term
you need; is conceptual/finds related topics)

www.About.com (This is an entirely different search tool—
it is created by humans whose faces you can see and contact.
Specialists search the web for the best sites, categorize them,
and maintain the lists.)

www.Ask.com (ask in “natural” language, such as “What’s the
difference between apple cider and apple juice?”)

www.Search.com (provides access to a wide variety of search
services, including using multiple search sites)

www.Searchability.com (provides a remarkable guide to
specialized search engines)

www.HighBeam.com (free trial period, then a fee; search
magazines, maps, more than 2,000 books and 150 newspapers
and newswires, radio and TV transcripts, and pictures—going
back twenty years)

www.Teoma.com (finds relevant web pages, lists related
resources and suggests refined searches)

www.SearchBug.com (people and company finder; some services
are free, others you must register for)

SearchEngineWatch.com (when you're ready to make sure your
web site can be found, this site is full of information for you!)

www.VersionTracker.com (commercial software, shareware,
freeware, and updates)

www.Download.com (software, music, games)
www.Shareware.com (freeware and shareware)

www.WinSite.com (Windows software)

8/26/05 10:38:19 AM ‘
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Don't limit yourself

On the previous page are the addresses of the most visible and popular search
engines and directories. However, there are lots and lots more, and many of
them are very specific, which makes their results very good. There are search
engines that limit their finds to such specialities as water-related subjects;
summer camps and outdoor programs; humorous sites; paganism, magick, and
the occult; mathematical material; investing; the ancient world (appropriately
called Search Argos); items for sale; travel; music; many different countries
(including Estonia) and big cities; women’s issues; dog breeders. You can
find a list of all these search tools, and many more, by digging down through
Yahoo's directory, starting with Computers and Internet. Then click Internet:
World Wide Web:Searching the Web:Search Engines.

And while you're in Yahoo, go to Yahooligans.yahoo.com for lots of sites for
children and those who care for them. Then click all those other buttons
you've never touched, and see what they do!

So go explore! Find a search engine or directory or two and really learn to
use it well. It’s the only way to take advantage of the Internet.

8/26/05 10:38:19 AM ‘
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This quiz will give you practice in searching. Remember, this is one of the
most important skills you can have, especially if you plan to be a web designer.
For many of these questions, you will need to go to a search page, click on
the Tips, Options, or Help button, and find the answer.

1. In Yahoo, how would you look for web pages about Babe Ruth, as well as
images, and also groups that are talking about him?

2. In Google, how would you look for mermaids that don’t have anything
to do with Disneyland or Ariel?

3. In AltaVista, how do you make sure to find information about the
Vietnam war without finding every site with the word “Vietnam” on it,
plus every site with the word “war” on it?

4. In Google, what could you use to search the web pages in a specific
school or college? (hint: click “more”

5. How can you find a search engine that searches only sites that have
to do with dogs?

6. Find the full text for the Declaration of Independence. What is the address?

7. Knowing that most major companies have web sites, what is the
easiest way to try to find them without going through a directory
or search engine?

Answers on page 324.
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