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Movie  Poster  Project

Transform    your  Monster  Design  into  a  Movie  
Poster.

Requirement:  
-‐    Use  whole,  or  part  or  silhouette  of  your  
character  design.

Add  text
-‐  Title  of  your  movie.
-‐  Punch  line  of  your  movie.



Brainstorm  text  for  your  movie  poster.

The  title  and  punch  line  can  be  
  Favorite  line  from  a  movie
  Favorite  line  from  a  TV  show
  Favorite  lyrics  from  a  song
  Favorite  title  of  a  children’s  book
  A  line  your  buddy  says  all  the  time
  A  line  your  relative  says  all  the  time
  Your  favorite  line  to  response.



Shapes,  color,  structure,  hierarchy,  
typography,  images,  style…

…all  communicate  moods,  ideas,  and  
function.




Conveyance  establishes  the  THEME

Theme:    is  the  tone  of  the  piece.

What  is  the  emotional  connection?  





Design  with  the  questions:

  What  is  the  focal  point?

  How  is  weight  and  direction  created?

  What  is  the  “theme”  ?

  What  does  the  design  communicate  about  the  
Xilm?

  How  do  you  engage  audience’s  interest?




Questions:

  What  is  the  color  scheme?

  How  is  color  used  to  emphasize  a  certain  tone  ?  
Mood?  

  Are  warm  or  cool  colors  used?    

  What  values  and  saturations  of  color  are  used?

  What  is  a  signiXicant  object  in  the  Xilm  that  is  
represented  in  the  poster?



Questions  to  general  Movie  posters:


What  is  a  signiXicant  moment  in  the  Xilm  that  is  
represented  in  the  poster?

What  is  a  signiXicant  object  in  the  Xilm  that  is  
represented  in  the  poster?








Elements  of  a  great  movie  poster  design
  Attention-‐  grab  the  attention  of  passers-‐by  and  
encouraging  them  to  look.

  Iconic-‐  presenting  the  themes  without  saying  what  it’s  
about.

  Using  imagery,  frame  from  the  Xilm,  put  the  viewer  in  the  
middle  of  a  scene  from  the  Xilm.

  Find  a  FOCUS,  an  idea  for  the  poster.
  Minimize  color
  Use  the  same  type  of  stylized  imagery  as  the  Xilm  itself.
  Balance  type  and  images,  don’t  be  afraid  of  mix  up  your  
typography

  Highlight  the  stars  or  the  directors.
  Getting  “arty”,  design  a  lasting  appeal







  Attention-‐
  grab  the  attention  of  
passers-‐by  and  
encouraging  them  to  look.



  Iconic  
presenting  the  themes  
without  saying  what  it’s  
about.



  Imagery
Using  imagery,  frame  
from  the  Xilm,  put  the  
viewer  in  the  middle  of  a  
scene  from  the  Xilm.



  Focus/idea
Find  a  FOCUS,  an  idea  for  
the  poster.



  Minimize  color



  Style
Use  the  same  type  of  
stylized  imagery  as  the  
Xilm  itself.



  Highlight  stars/
director



  Getting  “arty”,  design  a  
lasting  appeal



Movie  poster  color  trend  

  http://www.vijayp.ca/movies/
new_page.html



Blue  and  orange  are  a  
powerful  combination  in  
movie  posters.

They  sit  on  opposite  sides  
of  the  color  wheel,  evoking  
the  two  poles  of  hot  and  
cold  and  explosive  action.



Romantic  comedies:  think  white
Like  a  blank  canvas,  it  leads  our  eye  to  the  actors.  



The  popularity  of  action,  thrillers,  and  sci-‐Xi  of  the  
past  decade  may  have  led  to  a  darker  and  more  
“masculine”  palette.



A  dark  color  
scheme  lends  an  air  
of  intensity  and  
importance  that  
can  help  hook  that  
audience.  



a  sunnier  formula  used  for  independent  
movies:  the  all-‐yellow  poster.



Some  examples  of  
Horror,  Slasher,  Thriller,  si-‐Xi

Also,    google  Mark  Wesler  &  Tom  Whalen’s  
work
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Tom Whalen  
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Science  Fiction  and  other  









Mark Wesler   







(student)  



(student)  









Tom Whalen  







Tom Whalen  







Tom Whalen  













Tom Whalen  

























THX  



THX  



THX  



THX  



(student)  













Travis  English  



Ron  Guya9  
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Other  artists  and  sources  of  inspiration  
(copy  and  paste  in  to  your  browser)

http://akastarwarskid.tumblr.com/

Tom  Whalen:

http://www.strongstuff.net/

http://Xlyergoodness.blogspot.com/
2010/06/amazing-‐movie-‐poster-‐remakes-‐
and-‐Xlyers.html


  


